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 New PhD students at our

department: 

Welcome

15.5.2024
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 Your work on your PhD is starting off, fine - but do these steps early on… 

Why this presentation?

15.5.2024

- you familiar with your supervisor, but do you know KHYS?

KIT - Karlsruhe House of Young 

Scientists (KHYS) Home

https://www.khys.kit.edu/english/index.php
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 Your work on your PhD is starting off, fine - but do these steps early on… 

Why this presentation?

15.5.2024

- KHYS : providing a lot of very useful information

Dr. Britta Trautwein,

KHYS director

KIT - CS

Straße am Forum 3

Building 30.96
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 Register as doctoral researcher ASAP… via docata

DOCATA – a key web portal at KIT

15.5.2024

– Docata (kit.edu)

https://docata.khys.kit.edu/welcome?1
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 Our department also provides a lot of highly useful information

Department of Physics

15.5.2024

KIT - Studies - Doctorate

https://www.physik.kit.edu/english/studies/doctorate.php
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 Who is who at our faculty: the Dean´s Office

KIT Department of Physics

15.5.2024
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 Who is who at our faculty: the Dean´s Office

KIT Department of Physics

15.5.2024

Dean's Office Secretariat: 

Corinna Knodel-Rupp

phone: 0721 608 - 42052

fax: 0721 608 - 46663

mail: dekanat∂physik.kit.edu

physics highrise (building 30.23), room 9/14

mailto:dekanat@physik.kit.edu


G. Drexlin – Onboarding event for new PhDs Department of Physics9

 Who is who at our faculty: supporting your doctorate

KIT Department of Physics

15.5.2024
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 There are general KIT   

guidelines… 

Legal framework

15.5.2024

Guidelines_for_the_Doctorate_at_KIT.pdf

https://www.khys.kit.edu/downloads/Guidelines_for_the_Doctorate_at_KIT.pdf
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 There are ´local´ guidelines… 

Legal framework

15.5.2024

- regulations at our faculty (2018),

German text only

Promotionsordnung-2017.pdf (kit.edu)

- a translation will be provided

soon

https://www.physik.kit.edu/downloads/Promotion/Promotionsordnung-2017.pdf
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 There are ´local´ guidelines… 

Legal framework

15.5.2024

covering the following aspects:

- admission requirements

- acceptance as doctoral researcher

- supervisors

- doctoral procedures

- oral examination

- language requirements concerning 

dissertation and the oral exam

- publication of the dissertation

- course achievements that have to be 

made for the doctorate (if applicable)



G. Drexlin – Onboarding event for new PhDs Department of Physics13

 A Step by step introduction

KHYS: Formal Steps for Doctoral Researchers

15.5.2024
KIT - Karlsruhe House of Young Scientists (KHYS) Doctoral Researchers 

- Formal Steps - Formal Steps for Doctoral Researchers with a Doctoral 

Examination within a KIT Department

https://www.khys.kit.edu/english/6361.php


G. Drexlin – Onboarding event for new PhDs Department of Physics14

 A document between you and your advisor: contents and time of PhD

Step 1: Your Doctoral Agreement

15.5.2024
KIT - Karlsruhe House of Young Scientists (KHYS) Doctoral 

Researchers - Formal Steps - Conclusion of a Doctoral Agreement

https://www.khys.kit.edu/english/conclusion_doctoral_agreement.php
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 A template document

Step 1: Your Doctoral Agreement

15.5.2024

Promotionsvereinbarung_Englisch.doc (live.com)

Microsoft Word - 2016 12 

15_Handreichungen_Promotionsvereinbarung

_Englisch_Neufassung.doc (kit.edu)

- there is also guidance

for you and your advisor:

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.haa.kit.edu%2Fdownloads%2FPromotionsvereinbarung_Englisch.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.haa.kit.edu/downloads/Handreichungen_Promotionsvereinbarung_Englisch.pdf
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 You are legally required to register with KHYS via docata

Step 2: Registration with KHYS

15.5.2024
KIT - Karlsruhe House of Young Scientists (KHYS) Doctoral 

Researchers - Formal Steps - Conclusion of a Doctoral Agreement

https://www.khys.kit.edu/english/conclusion_doctoral_agreement.php
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 mentor: this person should not be in the same institute (discipline)

Step 2: Registration with KHYS

15.5.2024

⋮
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 Latest application date: 6 months after signing your doctoral agreement

Step 3: Application for Acceptance at our faculty

15.5.2024

Why acceptance at the beginning of the doctorate?

Your KIT Department reviews whether you fulfill the admission 

requirements for doctoral researchers at KIT. By issuing the 

acceptance as doctoral researcher, the KIT Department commits 

itself to the scientific supervision of your doctoral research. This 

can become relevant if your first supervisor cannot continue 

supervision of your project, e.g. in case of illness or a change of 

university. A letter of acceptance from your KIT Department is 

proof of your status as a doctoral researcher at KIT.
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 New legal situation since Feb 16, 2021: mandatorory enrolement

Step 4: Enrollment as Doctoral Researcher

15.5.2024

KIT - Karlsruhe House of Young Scientists (KHYS) Doctoral Researchers -

Formal Steps - Enrollment as Doctoral Researcher

https://www.khys.kit.edu/english/enrollment.php
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 Benefits

Step 4: Enrollment as Doctoral Researcher

15.5.2024
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 Now your written thesis is ready

Step 5: Application for Admission to Examination

15.5.2024
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 Colloquium: consisting of a scientific presentation (20 min.) 

followed by a disputation where you defend your thesis

Step 6: Oral Exam

15.5.2024

- 5 participants for disputation:

supervisor, co-supervisor, Dean

2 further examiners from faculty

(excluding the mentor)

- you can arrange a pre-meeting with the

2 further examiners to discuss your work

(you will be reminded of this by email) 

- presentation is open to faculty & your group

- get familiar with seminar room 10/1  
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 Colloquium: consisting of a scientific presentation (20 min.) 

followed by a disputation where you defend your thesis

Step 6: Oral Exam

15.5.2024

- 5 participants for disputation:

supervisor, co-supervisor, Dean

2 further examiners from faculty

(excluding the mentor)

- you can arrange a pre-meeting with the

2 further examiners to discuss your work

(you will be reminded of this by email) 

- presentation is open to faculty & your group

- get familiar with seminar room 10/1  
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 Colloquium: consisting of a scientific presentation (20 min.) 

followed by a disputation where you defend your thesis

Step 6: Oral Exam – you have passed

15.5.2024
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 Publish or…

Step 7: Publishing your dissertation

15.5.2024
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 Publish your doctoral thesis… your options

Step 7: Publishing your dissertation

15.5.2024

KIT Library | Research & Publishing - Publishing 

for KIT scientists - Doctoral theses at KIT

https://www.bibliothek.kit.edu/english/doctoral-theses-kit.php
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 Publish your doctoral thesis… your options

Step 7: Publishing your dissertation

15.5.2024
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 Do this to receive your certificate

Step 8: Disenrollment/Deregistration

15.5.2024

KIT - Karlsruhe House of Young Scientists (KHYS) 

Doctoral Researchers - Formal Steps -

Disenrollment/Deregistration

https://www.khys.kit.edu/english/disenrollment_deregistration.php
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Step 9: Doctoral degree – the certificate

 You are now on your very final steps to be a Dr. rer. nat. 

KIT - Karlsruhe House of Young Scientists (KHYS) Doctoral Researchers -

Formal Steps - Issuance of the Doctoral Degree Certificate

https://www.khys.kit.edu/english/issuance_of_the_doctoral_degree_certificate.php
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 In case your PhD would be facing major (unexpected) hurdles… 

KIT Ombudspersons for Doctoral Researchers 

15.5.2024
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Structured doctoral programs

 A huge part of our PhD students participates in one of these programs
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 Climate and environmental scientists: your home is GRACE

GRACE - Home (kit.edu)

Graduate schools − KCDS

https://www.grace.kit.edu/index.php
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 Computational and data scientists: your home is KCDS

KIT - MathSEE - KCDS - Home

Graduate schools − KCDS

https://www.kcds.kit.edu/
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 Computational and data scientists: next KCDS workshop

Graduate schools − KCDS
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 Scientists focused on optics & photonics: your home is KSOP

Graduate schools − KSOP
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 Scientists focused on optics & photonics: your home is KSOP

Graduate schools − KSOP
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 KSOP PhD training concept

Graduate schools − KSOP
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Graduate schools − KSOP
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Graduate schools − KSQM

 Quantum physicists: your home is KSQM

KIT - Startseite

https://www.ksqm.kit.edu/
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Graduate schools − KSQM

 KSQM – what does it offer?
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Graduate schools − KSQM

 KSQM – what does it offer?



G. Drexlin – Onboarding event for new PhDs Department of Physics42 15.5.2024

Q: what does a graduate school like KSQM provide for me?

A:

Graduate schools - KSQM

 KSQM – objectives & qualification concept
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Graduate schools - KSQM

 KSQM – objectives & qualification concept
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Graduate schools - KSQM

 Quantum physicists: your home is KSQM
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Graduate schools − KSETA

 Elementary particle & astroparticle physicists: your home is KSETA

KIT - KSETA -KSETA

https://www.kseta.kit.edu/
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Graduate schools − KSETA

 KSETA – the general assembly: a snapshot of researchers in 2020
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Graduate schools − KSETA

 KSETA – the organisational structure
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Graduate schools − KSETA

 KSETA: founded already way back in 2012
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Graduate schools − KSETA

 KSETA – topical courses in February/March 2024
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Graduate schools − KSETA

 KSETA – Colloquium this week

- each week a highly interesting

topic for the school is being

reportd on by an external speaker
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Graduate school

 HEIKA Graduate School on Functional Materials
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Helmholtz Doctoral Award 2024 

15.5.2024

 Your thesis is important!

IPE

KIT - KSETA -News

https://www.kseta.kit.edu/news.php
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Helmholtz Doctoral Award 2024 

15.5.2024

 Your thesis is important!

IPE
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KIT Doctoral Award 2022/23 

15.5.2024

 PhD of Jan van der Linden
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Organising your research

15.5.2024

 Regular meeting with your PhD advisor on your progress

- group meetings are important, but insist on a Jour fixe with your advisor:

is my research going in the right direction, are the methods adequate, what

are the future goals, when is my work ready to publish, and where to publish
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 Teaching: lab courses, exercises, tutorials, …

- KIT is the ´Research University

in the Helmholtz Association´

- teaching is an important element

in your further development of skills,

and not a ´waste of time to endure´

- skills: better understanding of under-

lying principles, methods of

calculation, experimental techniques

- communication skills within a group

Organising your teaching
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Conclusion

 Your PhD work: an important step in your future career

15.5.2024

- see you at your successful

defense of your thesis!!


