


1851: Wilhelm Carl Heraeus in Hanau

1856: Melting of Platinum

1899: Void-free Quartz Glass



Else Heraeus

and

Dr. Wilhelm 
Heinrich Heraeus



Purpose
Support of research and education in science, with 
emphasis on physics, by

• funding school activities (e.g. school labs)

• developing physics teaching (e.g. teacher training 
courses)

• supporting physics students (e.g. travel support to 
DPG meetings)

• Organizing/funding scientific communication

• cooperation with other non-profit institutions 
(esp. DPG)

• awarding seniorprofessorships

• special projects, prizes, etc. 



Heraeus Group

• globally active group 

• 14.000 employees (approx. 4.900 in Germany)

• turnover 2018:  approx. 2.2 billion €

• product portfolio:



Scientific Communication

• WE Heraeus Seminars
since 1975: approx. 700 / > 40.000 participants

• WE Heraeus Physics Schools
since 1989: approx. 300

• WE Heraeus Research Group Retreats
since 2014: approx. 60

• Binational WE Heraeus Seminars

• Workshops, Symposia …



Organization

Board of Directors Joachim Treusch, Bremen (Chair)

Ursula Heraeus, Freiburg

Jürgen Mlynek, Berlin

Scient. Advisory 

Board 

Klaus Dieterich, Stuttgart

Rolf Heuer, ex officio for DPG

Katharina Kohse-Höinghaus, Universität Bielefeld

Heike Riel, IBM Zürich

Wolfgang Schleich, Universität Ulm

Johanna Stachel, Universität Heidelberg

Claudia Steinem, Universität Göttingen

Matthias Steinmetz, Leibniz-Institut für Astronomie Potsdam

Metin Tolan, Universität Dortmund

Joachim Ullrich, PTB Braunschweig

Roser Valentí, Universität Frankfurt

Michael Winkhaus, Fuhlrott-Gymnasium Wuppertal

Office Stefan Jorda

Martina Albert, Jutta Lang, Elisabeth Nowotka



Preferred Venue



École de Physique @ 

Les Houches

School of Physics

„Enrico Fermi“ 

@ Varenna



Binational WE Heraeus Seminars

• Initiate new or foster existing collaborations 
between research groups in France, Great-
Britain, Poland and Germany

• Recipients of joint prizes of DPG with
Société Française de Physique, Institute of
Physics, and Polskie Towarzystwo Fizyczne
are invited as organizers



Financial support for exemplary projects designed 
to improve physics teaching at schools

Education



Student‘s contests/prizes

Education

When a drinking 

straw is placed in a 

glass of carbonated 

drink, it can rise up, 

sometimes toppling 

over the edge of the 

glass. Investigate 

and explain the 

motion of the straw 

and determine the 

conditions under 

which the straw will 

topple.



Seniorprofessorships for improvement of physics
teaching

Education



For more information see flyer or www.we-heraeus-stiftung.de 


